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HEARTBREAK  
at the Graves of  

Thabazimbi’s 
Youngest

Family’s plea for respect
A heartbreaking scene: litter and vandalism desecrate these children’s resting place.

Thabazimbi – During a visit to Thabazimbi Cemetery, Ashley 
Minnaar and her husband were faced with the disheartening 
reality that their young daughter’s grave, and the surrounding 
burial grounds, are vandalised and littered with refuse. 
“Our child passed away in 2020, and from the beginning, 
we’ve had to fight for the cemetery to be kept clean,” Ashley 
shared. Despite initial cleanup efforts by the Thabazimbi Local 
Municipality, issues have persisted, and the area has become 
a frequent gathering spot for beggars and individuals abusing 
substances.
In a video they recorded on Wednesday, 30 October 2024, Ashley 
detailed the upsetting scene. “We’ve often found people standing 
around, drinking and leaving beer bottles and cans behind. I’ve 
even come across people injecting drugs near her grave.” For 
Ashley and other grieving families, it is a painful reality. “It’s not 
only on my child’s grave but on other children’s graves too. It’s 
inhumane and unacceptable.”
The family has reported the issue repeatedly, calling on the 
municipality to take lasting action. Unfortunately, four years later, 

the conditions remain distressingly similar to the day they laid 
their daughter to rest. “I felt anger and sadness together,” Ashley 
explained. “It’s a mix of emotions that I cannot fully explain. 
There’s just no respect for a grave, especially a child’s grave.”
For her, visiting her daughter’s grave, who was stillborn after her 
heart stopped beating a week before birth, is an important ritual 
that keeps her memory alive. “It means so much to me and my 
husband to visit her grave. We didn’t have her for long, but going 
there keeps her alive in our hearts.”

* The Thabazimbi Local Municipality has promised action. In a 
statement to our newspaper, on 30 October 2024, the municipality 
acknowledged the family’s concerns and assured that cleanup 
efforts would be conducted by their parks department. 
“We understand how important it is to maintain a clean and 
respectful environment in a cemetery, and we appreciate your 
diligence in bringing this issue to our attention,” they stated. “We 
would also like to make an appeal to our community members to 
respect and stop vandalising municipal property.”
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THABAZIMBI FAMILY 
SEEKS JUSTICE

AFTER BRUTAL ATTACK AT 
LOCAL RESTAURANT

Thabazimbi – The Van Der Walt family 
is seeking justice and grappling with 
unanswered questions following a vicious 
assault that left 32-year-old Leon van der 
Walt hospitalised. He is now recuperating 
at home.
The attack occurred on Tuesday, 
24  September 2024, as Leon, a waiter 
at Koolstoof Restaurant, wrapped up 
his shift. After locking the restaurant and 
setting the alarm, Leon spotted a man 
and a woman lingering at an outside 
table. Leon politely asked them to leave, 
warning them that the alarm would go off 
if they stayed. But his request was met 
with rage — Leon was violently attacked, 
knocked unconscious, and left lying on 
the ground. Shockingly, his attacker then 
returned to his seat as if nothing had 
happened. When Leon failed to regain 
consciousness, the assailant reportedly 
loaded him into Leon’s own car, drove him to a secluded spot 
on 8th Avenue, and abandoned him.
Nearly an hour later, at around 22:35, a passerby discovered 
Leon. Now at home, Leon faces a difficult recovery with draining 
headaches and brain swelling.

The ordeal took a legal turn three days 
later when police arrested the suspect at 
his workplace on Friday, 27 September 
2024. But in a shocking twist, he was 
released on bail after his first court 
appearance. 
On Tuesday, 29 October 2024, a gathering 
of close friends, family, and supporters, 
including Koolstoof owner Laurie Venter 
and family friend Christo Kruger, stood 
beside the Van Der Walt family at the 
Thabazimbi Magistrate’s Court, presenting 
evidence to support their case. The family 
expressed heartfelt gratitude for the 
unwavering support from the community 
during this challenging time. 
“We’re holding on for good news after 
all this devastation,” shared Monique 
van der Walt, Leon’s wife, as they await 
his upcoming neurologist appointment 
in Polokwane. Leon, the family’s main 

provider, faces an uncertain journey as they cling to hope for 
justice and healing.
The family remains steadfast, urging the court to weigh the 
seriousness of Leon’s injuries and the life-changing impact this 
attack has had on their lives.

Carreen Croucamp  

Thabazimbi mourns the loss of beloved 
former resident Carreen Croucamp

Thabazimbi – The community of Thabazimbi is mourning 
the unexpected loss of Carreen Croucamp (née Topper), 
who passed away on 16 October 2024 at the age of 46. 
Born on 23 February 1978, Carreen was a cherished 
member of the Thabazimbi community for many years, 
known for her warm nature and dedication to her work.
Carreen began her career at Platinum Health Dentist in 
Thabazimbi, where she quickly became a familiar and 
friendly face to many. Her professionalism and kindness 
left a lasting impression on her colleagues and patients 
alike. In her later years, she continued her work with 
Dr. Terblanche, further cementing her reputation as a 
compassionate and skilled dental professional.
On 1 October 2014, Carreen married Ernest Croucamp, 
and the couple later moved to Benoni just before the 
epidemic began. Her sudden passing has come as 
a profound shock to her family, friends, and all who 
knew her.
A memorial service was held on 26 October 2024 in 
Kempton Park, where loved ones gathered to celebrate 
her life and share their cherished memories.
Carreen is survived by 
her husband, Ernest, and 
her son from a previous 
marriage, Adrian Hayes, a 
farmer in the Lichtenburg 
district. The community 
extends its deepest 
condolences to her family 
during this difficult time, 
remembering Carreen for 
the warmth and joy she 
brought into their lives. 

Gert Combrink, ons groet ‘n man met ‘n  
warm hart en ‘n liefdevolle gees.

In Liefdevolle Herinnering: ‘n Lewe Gevier

Kom deel die lewensviering van wyle Gert Combrink, 79 
jaar, oorlede op Vrydag 25 Oktober 2024. Ons groet hom 
op Vrydag 1 November 2024 om 11:00 vanuit die OAK 
Thabazimbi. 
Vir meer navrae, skakel Cobus op 081 379 8919 of Wilna 
op 074 200 2687 by Econo Begrafnisdienste – ‘n diens 
met liefde en waardigheid deur Econo Begrafnis en 
Verassingdienste. 

Sergeant RM Mfisa of SAPS Thabazimbi

Sergeant Mfisa

Thabazimbi – The provincial commissioner of Limpopo, 
lieutenant general Thembi Hadebe, announced with deep 
regret the passing of Sergeant RM Mfisa, a member of 
the South African Police Service (SAPS) in Thabazimbi. 
Sergeant Mfisa’s passing has left a profound impact on her 
colleagues.
A memorial service to honour her life will take place on 
Thursday, 31 October 2024, at 10:00 at Ysterberg Public 
Primary School, Thabazimbi. Community members are 
invited to her funeral service which is scheduled for 
Saturday, 2 November 2024, starting at 06:00 at House 
No. 360, Tselakgopo Street, Regorogile, Extension 1, 
Thabazimbi. For any inquiries, please contact lieutenant 
colonel Maluleka at 014 777 3505.

SEMENTSTENE, MAXI BLOKKE, 
PLAVEISEL - BEVEL (KLEUR OF GRYS), 

PLAVEISEL - INTERLOCKERS (KLEUR OF GRYS), 
KLEISTENE, SAND EN KLIP 
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 24G OF NEMA FOR THE UNLAWFUL INITIATION 
OR CONTINUATION OF LISTED ACTIVITIES UNDER THE 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS, 
RELATED TO THE CONDUCT OF UNAUTHORISED ACTIVITIES 

ON REMAINDER OF PORTION 90 OF THE FARM 411 
WILDEBEESTLAAGTE KQ WITHIN LOCAL MUNICIPALITY OF 

THABAZIMBI, (“THE SITE”).

Notice is given, in terms of Section 24(G) read together with sections 
24(F) of the National Environmental Management Act (as amended) that 
the Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism 
Limpopo.
a) Has considered an application for authorisation by Kapele Energy Pty 
Ltd in terms of Sections 24(G) and 24(F) of the National Environmental 
Management Amendment Act (as amended)
b) for the unlawful commencement of a diesel storage facility (Diesel 
Depot). 
Project Description: The Kapele Energy diesel depot project involves the 
development of diesel storage and distribution infrastructure on Portion 90 
of the farm 411 Wildebeestlaagte KQ in the Thabazimbi Local Municipality. 
The facility includes diesel storage tanks with an initial capacity of 60,000 
liters, expanding to 80,000 liters, along with associated infrastructure such 
as a bund wall, pump station, and administrative building.
Project Location: Remainder of portion 90 of the farm 411 
Wildebeestlaagte KQ within local municipality of Thabazimbi, 
Waterberg district municipality in Limpopo, on the following coordinates: 
-24059’29.17307291” S; 27015’15.72240812” E.
Commencement date: January 2024
Legal requirements: National Environmental Management Act: Listed 
Activity 14 and 27 in terms of GNR 327 Listing Notice 1, of the EIA 
Regulation, 2017 as amended: 
Registration of Interested & Affected Parties: Parties wishing to comment 
or to be registered as interested and affected parties are requested to 
forward their comments no later than thirty (30) days after the publication 
of this advertisement, to: Fecund Consultants: Contact Details: Phathu 
Mudau: Cell: 081 701 2276. Fax: 086 552 6800. Email: Phathumudau88@
gmail.com  Post. E014 St Andrews, 631 Lievaart Street, Phillip Nel Park, 
Pretoria West, 0028

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR A WATER USE LICENCE

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 21 
and Section 41(4) of the National Water Act (Act 
36 of 1998), as amended, as well as in terms 
of Section 17, 18 and 19 of the Regulations 
Regarding the Procedural Requirements for 
Water Use License Applications and Appeals 
(GN 267 of 24 March 2017) that an Integrated 
Water Use License Application will be submitted 
to carry out the following activities:
Project description:
The applicant would like to apply to abstract 
water from boreholes as well as the river on 
his farm for agricultural irrigation. There will 
also be an off-stream earth dam on the farm 
to store the water abstracted from the river and 
boreholes. The only water uses expected to be 
triggered is Section 21(a), (b)(c and i). 
Water uses triggered:
21(a): The abstraction of groundwater from 
boreholes
21(b): Storage of water in off-stream 
reservoirs/dams
21(c and i): Section of dam is within 100m 
from the Crocodile River 
Property:
Portion 2 of the farm Haakdoorndrift 373 KQ
Proponent
Diwe Farming (Pty) Ltd 
Coordinates of site:
Latitude:      24°41’47.70”S
Longtitude:   27°22’19.55”E

Should you wish to provide any comments, 
concerns or objections to this application 
please provide your written comments, 
concerns or objections to the contact person 
listed above on or before the 13 January 
2025. Should you wish to request additional 
information regarding the application please 
contact the contact person listed above. 
Should you require additional information it 
must be requested and commented on by 13 
January 2025. No comments received after 
the 13 January 2025, will be included in the 
application.
Contact Person:
Mr SJ Jansen van Rensburg
Tel: (072) 132 5544
Email: sj@jvrwater.co.za
Website: www.jvrwaterconsultants.com
JVR Water Consultants (Pty) Ltd

Dekgras, Grasdakke en Wildomhening 
Beste pryse. Gratis kotasie. 

Steven Majapholo - 083 653 0596

Leon van der Walt

Announcing the death 
of a family member is a 
time-honoured tradition 
as life should be 
celebrated and never 
forgotten. To  help you 
to celebrate the life of 
your loved one and 
share details about 
the upcoming funeral, 
place an obituary in 
our newspaper, free 
of charge. You  can 
include the date of 
death, details about 
their life and surviving 
family members. You 
can also write a special 
message, a poem or a 
prayer. Please  include 
a photo and the date, 
time and place of the 

memorial service. 

If you would like to place 
an obituary in Platinum 

Weekly / Platinum 
Bushvelder, send the 

information via WhatsApp 
to 072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

Placing 
an 

obituary

Thabazimbi – There is a special plea to the community of Thabazimbi 
to support Thabazimbi Animal Rescue (TAR), your local animal shelter. 
TAR needs donations of food. The facility is filled with animals that need 
your help. Please assist TAR to feed the animals in their care. Without 
donations they will not be able to feed, 
home and medically treat the animals. 
The community has proven time and again 
how they can stand together and support 
this worthy cause and this time is no 
exception.
For more information, please contact 
TAR on 084 885 6487.

TAR really needs 
your help
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VLU Northam vier hoop en eenheid 
Northam – Op Donderdag 17 Oktober 2024 het die Vroue Landbou Unie (VLU) Northam-tak hul 
maandelikse vergadering gehou, met ‘n spesiale fokus op kanker bewustheid, veral borskanker. 
Gasvrouens Marietjie van der Merwe en Tanja Kühn, saam met Marielé Hunter, het die klubhuis 
pragtig versier en ‘n warm, verwelkomende atmosfeer geskep. Michelle van der Linde het die gehoor 
diep geraak deur haar persoonlike verhaal van borskanker-oorlewing te deel, en het almal vermaak 
met “The Big Pink Quiz 2024”, waarin Franette Pienaar en Priscilla Atkins as wenners weggestap het. 
Celeste Rossouw het ook die dames bekoor met haar demonstrasie van pragtige leer juweliersware. 
Die geleentheid was nóg meer spesiaal met die verwelkoming van nuwe lede, Sanel van der Nest, 
Amanda Els, en Celeste Rossouw. 

Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd t/a Platinum Bushvelder disclaims all liability for any loss, damage, injury or expense, however caused, arising from the use of or reliance upon, in any matter, the information 
provided through this publication, whether through news, classifieds, editorials or advertisements, and does not warrant the truth, accuracy or completeness of the information provided. Advertisements, 
classifieds, editorials and letters written to the editor/ newspaper/s is the opinions and representations of the companies/individuals who placed or sent the advertisements, classifieds, editorials or wrote or 
sent the letters to the editor and not that of the editor/s, editor in chief, journalists, employees or owners of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. We herewith indemnify ourselves from any related claims. Platinum 
Bushvelder’s title and design of its logo is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Contact us per email with any queries: ads2@platinumbushvelder.co.za. | All original designs in this newspaper 
is the sole property of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd and may only be reproduced or distributed by or with the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd. Copyright is strictly reserved, and no work, or 
part thereof, may be used for commercial purposes. Should any of the content be copied without the written consent of Platinum Publishers (Pty) Ltd, legal action may be taken.

By Grace Through Faith
2 And you He made alive, who were dead in 
trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked 
according to the [a]course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now 
works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among whom 
also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of 
our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the 
others.
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great 
love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were 
dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved), 6 and 
raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages 
to come He might show the 
exceeding riches of His grace in 
His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

EPHESIANS 2
POLL

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you think mob justice is 

justice served?

Do you think mob justice is justice served?
HAVE YOUR SAY

No, the community should 
not take the law into 

their own hands. Crime 
must be addressed by 
peace officers, such as 
the police. The accused 

should go through proper 
legal procedures, be 

brought before the court, 
and, if found guilty, 

receive a sentence that 
includes imprisonment as 
appropriate. Only through 
this process can justice 
truly be served. Danie 
Naude, Thabazimbi 

No, mob justice is 
not true justice. Also 

known as vigilantism or 
lynching, it’s a form of 

extrajudicial punishment 
where groups take the 

law into their own hands, 
often resorting to violent 

means without due 
process or legal authority. 
This approach bypasses 

the justice system 
entirely, undermining the 
rule of law and fairness. 
Abueng Evelyn Seabi, 

Thabazimbi 

SOULFOOD

Thabazimbi Vrouekamp 1-3 Nov '24 Thabazimbi: Tarentaalpan 071-115-8066

Family Fun Day | Packages 
available | Tickets at Timbila 
Climate

16 Nov '24 Northam: Timbila Climate: 134 
Wildebeeslaagate ---

NG Kerk Thabazimbi Kersmark 29-30 Nov '24 Thabazimbi: NG Kerk 
Thabazimbi 073-387-8170

6 5 3
2 4 8

7 4 1
6 4 2

8 9 4 6
3 6 8

7 3 9
1 4 8 6

4 3 9 2

WANT TO PLACE AN ADVERT?
CALL 014 592 3257

Did you know?
In 1895, Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen, a German physicist, 

stumbled upon a scientific marvel: X-rays. While working with 
cathode rays, he noticed an eerie glow on a nearby screen, 

despite the lab being pitch-dark. Curious, Röntgen placed his 
hand in the beam’s path and was astounded to see his bones! 

Dubbed “X-rays” for their mysterious nature, this discovery 
revolutionised medicine by allowing doctors to look inside the 

body without surgery. Röntgen’s “accident” earned him the first 
Nobel Prize in Physics and forever changed our view of the 

world — literally!

Do you believe there 
is enough affordable 
housing in your area?

Housing costs have become a major concern 
for many communities, impacting families and 
individuals alike. Share your thoughts – is 
affordable housing accessible where you live, or is 
there a growing need?
Here’s how you can participate. Email us at news@
platinumbushvelder.co.za or WhatsApp your 
response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response 

before 12:00 on Monday, 4 November 2024.
Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be 
featured in our next issue. Be a part of our 
community’s story!
P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your 
opinion on our Facebook post about this topic. 
Join the conversation!

Tanja Kühn oorhandig ‘n dankie-geskenk aan Michelle 
van der Linde, gasvrou en inspirerende spreker, na haar 
insiggewende borskanker-bewustheidsgesprek. 

Celeste Rossouw van Impala Leather Jewelry betower die 
gehoor met haar unieke handgemaakte leerjuweliersware.

Vroue Landbou Unie (VLU) Northam-taklede straal eenheid. Voor van links: Annette 
Botha en Marietjie van der Merwe; middel van links: Marie Hunter, Franette Pienaar, 
Riana Oosthuizen, Mari Meintjes, Madeleine Meintjes en Tanja Kühn; agter van links: 
Desre Janse van Vuuren en Priscilla Atkins.

NO 43% YES 57%

Mob justice remains a controversial issue in South Africa, where communities sometimes take the law into their own 
hands. However, these incidents rarely result in arrests, raising questions about justice and accountability. On that note, 

do you think people use mob justice to cover up murder? (Because there are almost never arrests with mob justice.)
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Thabazimbi – The Thabazimbi Archery Club has 
seen an incredible 2024, with archers hitting new 
heights in competitions across the globe. 
This year, club members have excelled in Indoor, 
3-D, and Field Archery events, with highlights 
including HJ Swanepoel’s near-perfect score of 
59/60 at the Indoor 300 Club and stunning gold, 
silver, and bronze medals brought home from the 
World Field Archery Competition in Brazil. 

The club’s 3-D archers are gearing up for 
the upcoming World Championship on home 
soil in Potchefstroom, and on 19 November 
2024, Thabazimbi Archery will celebrate these 
achievements and a truly remarkable year for this 
growing community of archers. Join them for family 
fun at Tuesday evening sessions in November, the 
last chance to shoot until reopening on Thursday, 
6 February 2025!

Get the Platinum Bushvelder directly on your phone.

WhatsApp                                   to subscribe today! Jou Gratis Gemeenskapskoerant    |   Your Free Community Newspaper 

25 000 newspapers per week

FREE

0818211332

Thabazimbi Archery Club members gathered for the virtual North 
Gauteng Indoor Championship on 3 October 2024. From left: Jordan 
Naudé, Jean-Jacques Naudé, Jaco van Vuuren, Mathilda Broekhuizen, 
Jacques Naudé, HJ Swanepoel, AJ Swanepoel, Linette Naudé, Chris 
Welgemoed, Amori Weatherall-Thomas, and Mardus Ras.

Challenging their skills, archers compete in 
3-D events where distances are unmarked and 
estimated. Scoring zones are 11 points for the 
small kill zone ring, 10 points for the middle ring, 8 
for the outer ring, and 5 for a body shot.

Proudly representing Thabazimbi, world champions in their Protea colours: from left, 
Mardus Ras (silver), HJ Swanepoel (gold), Jaco van Vuuren (bronze), Gary Bauer 
(gold), and Gert Snyman (gold).

Social shooting at Thabazimbi Archery Club’s 2-D Animals 
session. Points are awarded as follows: 10 for the red 
heart, 8 for the blue lung, and 5 for the rest of the animal. 
Reinhart Labuschagne (left) and Jean-Jacques Naudé 
retrieve arrows, scoring heart, lung, and missed shots.

Thabazimbi Archery hits bullseye 
with a record-breaking year

Top from left: Dajana Havenga, Martelize Groenewald, Miané Joubert, Suzaan Bekker, Kgolagano Matabologa, Danéll Maree, Amoné Visser, Helena Pieterse, and Shanell De 
Beer. Middle from left: Aliyah Fernandes, and Leané Oosthuizen. Bottom from left: Elizca Lamprecht, Natalie de Castro, Kieran Soares, Sermei Bornman, and Andrea Bailie.

Damasa Dance Studio dazzles at SA Dance school championships
Thabazimbi – Damasa Dance Studio showcased exceptional talent 
at the SA Dance School Championships held at Lewende Woord, 
Centurion, on 17 and 18 October 2024. Leané Oosthuizen dazzled 
with High Gold in all three solo performances and took home a Special 

Award, while Isabella Ferreira earned a High Gold and Special Award 
for her stunning routines. Danéll Maree captured Gold in Jazz, High 
Gold in Hip Hop, and placed second out of 58 for Highest Scoring 
Solo. Damasa Dance Studio itself ranked second overall for Highest 

Scoring Dances! The success continued in the group performances 
on 19 October 2024, where their Elite Hip Hop and Contemporary 
groups both received High Gold, with Contemporary securing a 
special award. Congratulations to these incredible dancers!
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